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Welcome
How would you feel reading the following headlines?
Lutheran pastor visits heaven
Lutheran pastor heals blind man
Miracles in a Lutheran Church
Amazingly, all of these headlines are true. On Good
Friday 2004, forty-year-old Pastor Dirk Willner died
in hospital. It took two minutes to revive him, but in
this me he experienced a visit to heaven. In 2007,
Pastor Peter Steicke led a mission team from Paravista
Lutheran Church to Uganda and – with the Bishop of
the Lutheran Church in Uganda serving as interpreter –
he prayed for a blind man who was healed a er three
a empts. And on the last Sunday
of 2009 and ever since, a miracle
occurs in the Living Grace Lutheran
Church in Toowoomba whereby
‘gold sparkles’ appear on people’s
skin – mostly on their hands. It came
a er preaching on the glory of God.

each state, and engaged with the oﬃcial LCA leadership.
I would like to invite you, the reader, to join us
and see value in reconnec ng with the Lutheran
Renewal of the past: receiving its heritage, s rring
up our hunger for the fullness of the Holy Spirit,
encouraging one another and remaining connected.
As in the past, Lutheran Renewal is not a formal
organiza on within the LCA but we simply choose
to relate to one another and support one another.
To become involved:
• You may commit to the
Lutheran Renewal Newsle er
by emailing your details to
oﬃce@lutheranrenewal.org.au or
registering on our website:
lutheranrenewal.org.au.
• You may plan to a end our first
na onal Lutheran Renewal Conference
to be held in Toowoomba, from
20th - 22nd November 2015.

The aim of Lutheran Renewal – a new movement
among Lutherans – is to make these tes monies
known. We want to encourage one another with them,
s r up our faith and debrief all of our experiences –
our rela onship with Jesus – in the safe environment
of studying the Bible and our Lutheran Confessions.

• You may correspond and share feedback,
tes monies and encouragement.

Lutheran Renewal already existed as a na onal movement
in the LCA (Lutheran Church of Australia), beginning in
the late 1970’s and las ng un l the early 1990’s (when it
seemed to peter out). A regular newsle er was published
and na onal conferences were held, with guest-speakers
even from the United States. The movement established
a na onal coordina ng body, with representa ves from

God is good and he loves our Church. Going on the journey
of Lutheran Renewal – giving shape again to a movement
of renewal across the LCA – promises to be a great
adventure. Do you want to come? There is a place for you.

• You may also consider financial support for the
produc on of the newsle er (that is being sent out
free of charge).

Dr Edgar Mayer (Toowoomba, Qld)

Relaunching Lutheran Renewal at Living Grace
Lutheran Church, Toowoomba on 29th March 2015

Lutheran Renewal NewsleƩer • +61 4 9114 7228 • oﬃce@lutheranrenewal.org.au • www.lutheranrenewal.org.au

To H e a v e n
I was forty years old. It was Good
Friday 2004 and, for two minutes,
I was dead (before hospital staﬀ
were able to restart my heart). My
first encounter with death was
an experience of u er complete
darkness. As I dri ed out of this
forsaken darkness, my eyes began to
see the shape of a grand mansion.
The architecture of the building was
elaborate. Huge windows indicated
that it would have had very high
ceilings. The place shimmered in a
golden light.
Flowing out of one of the huge
windows streamed a substance
that looked like honey, moving in
midair towards me. It rushed out
and embraced me before I could
get any closer to the mansion. Every
part of my being was saturated with
this glorious golden substance – it
seemed to be the source of all of
this golden light. I could feel every
part of my body coming fully alive;
I was so completely covered and
infused in this light which enabled
me to receive the full outpouring of
joy that came from the presence of
God’s own glory. I have never felt or
experienced anything remotely like
it.
I don’t remember how long I stayed
bathed in that outpouring of joy, but
the golden light now accompanied
me wherever I went. I was glowing
with the stuﬀ as it ushered me closer
to the front-door of this mansion.
The door opened before me; it was
grand and solid. Immediately my
eyes were overcome by the intensity
of the white brilliant light shining
from the inside. Every step I took
2

into this heavenly realm became an
experience of increasing intensity.
A er my eyes adjusted to this white
sparkling light, it revealed a cascade
of intense colours that eventually
revealed a grand hall filled with
people. Everything glistened and
gli ered.
There was a staircase at the far
side of the entrance hall lined with
precious jewels embedded in gold
covered steps. I knew immediately
that there was so much more to
this place than a first glimpse could
reveal.
I felt as if all these people, this
large crowd enjoying themselves,
casually cha ng with one another,
somehow an cipated my coming
and gathered to greet me here in this
grand hall.I no ced that there was
a person standing by the entrance,
whose presence I had completely
overlooked in my fascina on of the
dazzling sights inside this hall. He
seemed to have all the me in the
world. He just allowed me to take it
all in. When I no ced him, I became
aware that his appearance was a bit
diﬀerent from all the other people.
His appearance was an intense
dazzling white. He welcomed me
and his voice spoke right into my
being. It was as if I heard him with
my soul – deep in my spirit.
I didn’t ask his name. I didn’t even
look up to see his face. It was
holiness personified. It was Jesus,
the anointed one of God. He held
a crystal goblet filled with red
wine. This goblet had a golden ring
around its rim. He handed it to me

. . .

as he welcomed me, but at that very
instant, another such being passed
by and briefly spoke to him as if in
an uncomfortable hurry. Then I was
addressed once again by Jesus: “It
looks like you’ll just be a moment
before you return, so I’ll leave this
cup right over here wai ng for you
at the door (poin ng to a small side
table). It will be there wai ng when
you come back.” With those words, I
started to come back into an earthly
awareness. Slowly I could hear the
words of the nurses and doctors
saying, ‘Come back!’; ‘Stay with
us!’; ‘Open your eyes!’ I remember
coming back as if floa ng up from
the bo om of a swimming pool.
About seven days later, I was
si ng upright in my bed at home,
praying. Suddenly, a group of
five angels appeared around my
bed. Each angel was standing tall
and independent, but united in
purpose. They looked larger than
humans and broader across the
shoulders. Their stature was strong
and instantly gave the appearance
of a force to be reckoned with.
The appearance of the angels was
impressive. They seemed to be full
of sparkle; every inch of their body
was radia ng this vibrant sparkling
energy. I remember that they
gave the impression of being very
task-orientated; there seemed to
be very li le interest in chit-chat.
Apparently no introduc ons were
necessary.
The angel on my right side seemed
to have had a higher rank, and I say
that simply because he took the

Resources
To purchase resources call or text 0491 147 228
or email office@lutheranrenewal.org.au
The book ‘Surprised
by the Holy Spirit’
explains the promise
that Jesus would
‘baptise you with the
Holy Spirit’
(Luke 3:16).

and back
lead with this ques on: “What instruc ons have you got
for us?” I could hear him as clearly as if I was having a
conversa on with a friend right there in the room with
me. I responded with surprise: “Instruc ons? I don’t give
you instruc ons. If you want instruc ons. Go to God. He
will give you instruc ons.” He leaned forward and said:
“Give me your hand!”

‘Surprised by the
Holy Spirit’
$15 + postage
The book
‘Surprised by
Miracles’ explains
the use of miracles
in mission work
and the role
of Christian
experience.

I remember seeing his hand as he stretched it out toward
me. I could see the same anatomy as that of a human
being; my eyes examined their features – five fingers,
just like us, a hand, just like us, an arm, just like us. It
was fascina ng. I thought to myself, ‘well, I’ll see where
this will go,’ and put my right hand into his. It was a firm
handshake.
Immediately I was speaking a heavenly language. It just
started to come out of me as if I had always known it.
The words were ar culate. There was a dis nct sentence
structure. But I had no way of knowing what was being
said. I remember God speaking into my mind saying,
‘Don’t worry, you know that I give this gi through my
Spirit as I will. I am giving instruc ons to the angels
through you.’ As I had finished giving instruc ons to
the first angel, then the second one put out his hand.
Again I put my own hand into his and began speaking yet
another completely diﬀerent language – and the same
for each of the other angels.
When I had finished giving them instruc ons as the
Holy Spirit enabled me, they vanished. They just turned
around and could not be seen anymore. But right there,
si ng at the end of my bed was a sixth angel, much less
war-like and imposing in his appearance; very personable
and friendly. I said to him, ‘And what can I do for you?’
He simply replied, ‘Nothing, I’m here for you.’
Then he too vanished and I con nued on in prayer – now
really perplexed and confused as to what I had just seen and
par cipated in. ‘This is going to be really hard to explain,’
was a constant thought. ‘What would people think about
this?’ More importantly, ‘what should I make of all this?’
Pastor Dirk Willner (Molendinar, Qld)
(More @ h p://lifebeyondnow.com)

‘Surprised by Miracles’
$15 + postage
‘Surprised by the Holy Spirit’
and ‘Surprised by Miracles’
can also be purchased from
Koorong or online from
Amazon or Book Depository.

The course
‘Healing God’
contains two teaching
series on healing in
the Bible. Six teaching
sessions by Dr Edgar
Mayer and eight
teaching sessions by
Rev Les Holmes.
6 DVD’S & 1 CD plus
small group study
guide in pdf format
$15 + postage

‘But Wait There’s More’
and ‘Healing God’ are only
available through the
Lutheran Renewal office:
office@lutheranrenewal.org.au

The course
‘But Wait There’s
More’ is a six
session teaching
series on the
Holy Spirit by
Dr Edgar Mayer.
2 DVD’S & 4 CD’S
with study guide in
pdf format.
$10 + postage
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Blind Man Healed
in Uganda

(stock photo)

The service started over two hours late and then lasted
three and a half hours. I was exhausted. All I wanted to
do was sneak oﬀ. However, I saw a man with a white
s ck – blind – standing straight ahead. That small voice
inside of me, which I now recognize as the Spirit’s
promp ng, compelled me to go over to him. As I went
over, I grabbed Noah, the President of the Lutheran
Church in Uganda, as he would need to translate, and
Donna, one of our team members.
I asked the blind man, “What would you like Jesus to
do for you?” “I want to see,” was his reply translated
by President Noah. So, nervously, I prayed over him. I
was also a li le embarrassed, because I wasn’t really
expec ng anything to transpire. I can’t remember
what was prayed, but I assure you, it wasn’t anything
profound. Much to my surprise though, immediately
a er I’d prayed, Noah started waving one of his hands
in front of the man’s eyes to see if he could detect any
movement. “As if!” I thought. But, praise God, the man
said he could sense a shadow passing before his eyes.
So with Noah holding his hands and Donna joining me
in laying our hands on the man, I prayed again. When
Noah tested him this me, the man thought he could
make out the shape of fingers. Well, I was ecsta c. That
was enough for me. The man had received some par al
healing which seemed too good to be true. I was ready
to pray a prayer of thanksgiving and leave. But this is
why we always minister in teams of at least two!

National

Donna sensed there was more and suggested we ask
Father what he would want to happen next. So we
both prayed and ask for his further direc on. Hmm, I
certainly didn’t want to share what I sensed I’d received,
because as soon as we had asked our heavenly Father
I got the picture in my mind of Jesus pu ng mud into
the blind man’s eyes. But to my amazement, Donna had
received exactly the same promp ng! Now that was
some confirma on! Long past embarrassment now, we
shared with Noah who explained to the man what we
were going to do.
Then we poured some water into the dust, made a li le
bit of mud, placed it over the man’s eyes and prayed.
We then washed the mud away and Noah asked the
man to open his eyes.
For as long as I live I’ll never forget the expression on
that man’s face. He opened his eyes, blinked a couple of
mes, and then broke into a smile that was a mixture of
astonishment and sheer ela on. He didn’t say a thing. He
just kept looking around with this startled grin covering
his whole face. Noah was s ll holding his hands and was
dancing in front of him like a kid (I’m convinced more
bishops should dance like this). The man was staring at
people and nature, but especially the trees which, he said,
were much bigger than he’d imagined. We prayed over him
and blessed him and went on our way. But what a trip home.
Pastor Peter Steicke (Mount Torrens, SA)

20 - 22 November 2015 | Toowoomba | Queensland

Please register by 14 November
November. Registration is free with an opportunity for a love offering.

L utheran Renewal

connection • encouragement • spirit-filled • future focus
Anyone interested in personal renewal and renewal
among Lutherans (and others) are welcome.
We want to go all out for God, be filled with the Holy Spirit,
connect with one another and plan for the future.
Speaker:
Rev. Clark Taylor
4

You don’t have to be a Lutheran to attend but please
come with a heart for the Lutheran Church Australia.

Speaker:
Dr Edgar Mayer

Turni ng Point
Turning
Po int

at Victor Harbor
Last year in August, I had the opportunity to a end a
conference at Victor Harbor on the theme “Surprised by
the Holy Spirit”, with Edgar Mayer as the key speaker. The
experience of that conference has been a turning point in
my life. I believe the message and Holy Spirit experience
was God’s prescrip on for what I needed in my life at
that me. To understand what happened there, and its
relevance to me, I need to relate where I was at prior to
the conference.
Prior to the conference, I guess you could say that I was
like a whole lot of people today. In short, red of life.
Sure, life was good – I had a family, absence of sickness,
sound employment, a church community … What’s not to
like? But I was finding church life a dry and meaningless
rou ne, my volunteer work a grudge give, my work a
treadmill and home life a con nual stream of short-term
dramas to be managed. Does any of this sound familiar
to you? So I was ready for change, but really didn’t see
how I could change anything.
I had been reading Edgar’s book “Surprised by the
Holy Spirit” over a couple of months leading up to the
conference, and I found the teaching
quite compelling. It was compelling
because I could iden fy with much
of what Edgar had been experiencing
within tradi onal Lutheran church
prac ce, par cularly our focus on
“head knowledge” rather than
spiritual power. I also found his
teaching on Spirit bap sm and water
bap sm a revela on to me and
welcomed the understanding that the two are not in
conflict with one another, or one overriding the other,
but rather they complement one another and are both
necessary to be in close rela onship with God.
Notwithstanding the previous paragraph though,
you don’t just cast oﬀ 40+ years of reserva ons
about Pentecostal behaviour overnight. I remained

wary and suspicious of hands-in-the-air worship and
falling down praying, tongue talking and other spiritual
manifesta ons. I did acknowledge that these are biblical
and real occurrences, but I am conserva ve and this kind
of behaviour is not for me. It is fine for other people who
are that way inclined.
So heading into the conference, I reached a point where
I was desperate enough for change so that I was willing
to be open to God’s Spirit in ways that I had not been
comfortable before. There is also the point that I was
going to a place where I would be mostly amongst
strangers. Among them anonymous – I would be
liberated from shyness, pride and judgement, as I would
be trying new things.
The conference started Friday night and ended Sunday.
Over the couple of days, there were some fantas c
worship sessions, and some more excellent teaching, all
of which were laying founda ons for my understanding
and willingness to open up to God and allow him to
overwhelm me. Some of the key areas of understanding
that helped build my founda on were:
• If you receive a spiritual gi , you
should use it! It is given for a purpose.
God wants you to use it and it is not up
to you.
• The reserva ons which I had about
manifesta ons of spiritual gi s are
normal for people unaccustomed to
them. But give it a chance. Why reject
something God wants to give you?
• How did the Gospel spread ini ally? By what they said
and by what they did – demonstra ng power with
signs and miracles. As the Spirit confirms the truth
and authority of the Gospel with his power, he works
convic on and helps unbelievers to believe. This is as
relevant today as it was two thousand years ago.
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• The Spirit is uncontrollable, so we need courage,
faith, trust and humility to be filled with him.
• Chris anity is not logical. It makes no sense – on
purpose! (For instance, see the virgin birth, Jesus being
fully God and fully human, death and resurrec on ...)
The story of Jesus and salva on confounds human
wisdom and creates a reliance on God. So when it
comes to the Holy Spirit, I need not try and understand
every last detail of him working and manifes ng in my
life. I can just go with it and trust God.
There was more to be had. By now, I could see jus fica on
for wan ng and requiring God’s Spirit to be more tangible
and powerful in my life. I say “more” because I soundly
believe that God’s Spirit was already in my life, but I had
grown distant from him.
The highlight of the conference and the “game changer”
for me were the prayer sessions held on Saturday and
Sunday. As I was having several one-on-one prayer
sessions with people from the ministering team, I would
say that God was gradually revealing himself to me and
leading me to him at a speed that I could handle. At my
final prayer session, I was absolutely overcome with the
presence of God. How can I explain it?
If you had been looking on, you would have seen me
standing there, talking to people quite normally one
moment, and then – upon prayer commencement –
suddenly being reduced to an emo onal wreck! Tears
flowing, diaphragm heaving, uncontrollable sobbing,
ssues plastered all over my face. On the inside, I was
aware of a sense of the love of God. It is so vast that you
could freefall into it for a thousand years and not hit the
bo om! His love is like a warm mist you could get lost in,
but never want to come out of. And it made all of my selfrighteousness look so puny and contemp ble. In the tears
were my confession, a purging of all my pride and good
works. In the tears was my ‘sorry’. In the tears was my
thankfulness that God s ll loved me, and that is all I need.
I’m not sure how long the prayer me lasted, or what
the prayer person even said, but eventually it ended and
I managed to regain some of my composure! As I was
recovering, another lady told me that God was asking
her to pray an “imparta on” for me. “Do you want to
receive this gi from God?” she asks. S ll in recovery
mode, I say, “Sure”. She puts her hand on my chest and
starts praying. Well, if I was emo onal before, this was
just another level again! Once again I’m reduced to a
gasping, sobbing, crying state. She is praying things into
my life like that I would be a leader and comforter to
men, that there are men out there who have lost their
headship iden ty and don’t know what to do or how
to lead their families, that I would li a huge burden
from my wife by giving leadership to my family, to not
worry about how to do it because God will show me and
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it will be easy! She also prayed healing on my spiritual
wounds that she could see. So, needless to say, I le
the conference pre y sca erbrained on an emo onal
and spiritual level. It was a lot to take in, par cularly
as I had never experienced the presence of God’s Holy
Spirit so tangibly before. But I was then, and am now,
in no doubt that God is real. He loves us, his Spirit is
powerful, and death is not to be feared, if it means what
I sensed – the love of God completely envelops us.
Coming away from the conference, my spiritual
experience con nues. What else can you do? You can’t
just go through that kind of experience, then turn it
oﬀ for work on Monday morning! Changes that have
happened in my life include:
• God has given me so much more op mism and an
improved a tude
• Following the imparta on about leadership, I prayed
long and hard about standing as chairperson for
our church as our current chairperson was re ring.
I ended up standing and being elected to the role,
where I’m doing my best at leading.
• I shared my experience with our men’s small group,
and encouraged them to stand up and become
involved in the leadership of our church. Many of
them have risen to the occasion and volunteered to
be on our church council.
• The Pastor at my church has been really great and is
willing to allow some new things into our services.
During one of our services, I was able to give a
tes mony to our congrega on about my experience.
We have been oﬀering one-on-one prayer a er
services to parishioners.
• I was able to approach and be reconciled to people
with whom I had previously been in conflict. With God’s
power, these strongholds have been pulled down.
• Prayer life is so much more vibrant. It is a two way
conversa on rather than a list of dot points!
But it is not all roses. A er six months, the raw emo on
of the experience has faded somewhat, which is to be
expected. The enthusiasm and passion for pursuing God’s
work have been tested with feelings of discouragement
and apathy at mes. Unfortunately, none of us can treat
faith and rela onship with God (or anyone else for that
ma er) as a checklist that we can ck oﬀ as being “done”.
It requires everyday prayer, seeking, prac cal work and
deeds. This can wear us down and make us fall away.
However, I s ll vividly recall how God refreshed me so
completely and instantly. So I do not give up hope and I
keep exercising faith. God showed me how near he is to
me and I will learn to receive even more of him. He will
keep refreshing me and equipping me for the next part
of his Kingdom’s work which he has in store for me.
I pray this tes mony will draw you closer to God.
Nick Schuster (Tanunda, SA)
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The Value of Experience
(The following is a segment from the book “Surprised by Miracles” by Dr Edgar Mayer.)
Luther never saw the cross and
experiences of God as being in
opposi on to one another. The
cross and its intense feelings of pain
were not Jesus’ permanent reality.
He suﬀered for a season and died;
but then He rose from the dead
in triumphant glory, experiencing
freedom from the grave and new
authority to reign in power. The cross
was a moment of crisis. Although
it was long enough to be terrible in
the extreme, Jesus had wonderful
experiences of breakthrough and
in macy with God the Father before
and a er the cross:
“…And as he was praying, heaven
was opened … and a voice came
from heaven: ‘You are my Son, whom
I love; with you I am well pleased.’
(Luke 3:21-22)
“…God raised him from the dead,
freeing him from the agony of death
… exalted to the right hand of God,
he has received from the Father the
promised Holy Spirit and has poured
out what you now see and hear (Acts
2:24,33; Philippians 2:8-11).

It is the same in the Chris an life.
There is the cross. We experience
its humbling nature. Confronted
with what Jesus has done for us on
the cross, we despair of our own
eﬀorts. But this despair leads to
the opposite—the joy of salva on
which can and must be experienced.
If there were no joy or peace or any
other posi ve experiences of God,
how would we know where we
stand in our rela onship with Him?
Despair over sin or discouragement
in suﬀering cannot be our
permanent state. Each is there only
on occasion, for a season, for the
purpose of calling us back to Jesus
and defla ng our pride; but then, as
the children of God, we are to come
into peace and joy:
“…For the kingdom of God is…
righteousness, peace and joy in the
Holy Spirit… (Romans 14:17).
“…you welcomed the message in
the midst of severe suﬀering with
the joy given by the Holy Spirit.”
(1 Thessalonians 1:6).
Luther himself also experienced

joy when he first reached out to
God trus ng him with jus fica on
by faith. For Luther, what God
did at his conversion and what
happened to him was extraordinary.
Experiencing God, Luther felt like
he was walking through the open
doors of paradise—reborn and full
of the inexpressible sweetness of
greater love. From this day forward,
Luther knew God by experience. For
the rest of his life he would uphold
the value and necessity of Chris an
experience:
‘No one can correctly understand
God or his word unless he has
received
such
understanding
immediately through the Holy Spirit.
But no one can receive it from the
Holy Spirit without experiencing,
proving, and feeling it. In such
experience the Holy Spirit instructs
us as in his own school, outside of
which nothing is learned but empty
words and pra le.
[Luther as quoted in Eric Gritsch, Mar n
Luther: Faith in Christ and the Gospel
(New York: New City Press, 1996), 36].
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The Jesus Tent
Tent ministry had never been on the
agenda for Living Grace Lutheran Church.
However, in 2012, God clearly spoke to the community
and surprised everyone. As a result, the first Jesus Tent was
held in Queens Park (Toowoomba) and – true to his word – God
healed people, saved a good number of those that were seeking for
him and performed miracles. God set people free and filled them
with the Holy Spirit. There was no need to talk anyone into faith
and believing in Jesus Christ and him crucified but God confirmed
the preaching with experiences of him, as the Bible promised:
My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive
words, but with a demonstra on of the Spirit’s power, so that your
faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power
(1 Corinthians 2:4-5).
The Jesus Tent is available for booking.

www.jesustent.com.au
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